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On the cover Esther Fredericka Tipton, 1879–1958.
Below Esther Tipton and other Adams County Nurses at the Welcome Home
Celebration held in Gettysburg on September 1, 1919. (Photos courtesy of the
Charles Tipton Collection, Adams County Historical Society.) The following
item appeared in the June 30, 1919, edition of the Gettysburg Times:

ESTHER TIPTON HERE
Participated in Four Great Battles Over There.
Miss Esther Tipton, of the United States Army Nurse Corps, is visiting her
father, W. H. Tipton, of Chambersburg street.
Miss Tipton spent fourten [sic] months overseas and was stationed at
Evacuation Hospital Seven which was cited by Generals Pershing and Somerall.
She posesses [sic] four stars for having participated in the Belleau Woods,
Chateau Thierry, St. Mihiel, and Argonne Forest drives.
Miss Tipton left France for Germany on December 7 and did not leave until
May 14. She has not yet received her discharge from the Army Nurse Corps.
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Statement of Purpose
The Adams County Historical Society (ACHS) is committed to the preservation
of the social, political, and religious history of the county and to the promotion
of the study of history. Expressing its commitment, the society maintains off-site
exhibits, a valuable library of publications, and manuscript material including
estate papers, deed books, land surveys, and newspapers. In addition, it
publishes important historical studies and reprints of earlier studies on Adams
County, a quarterly newsletter, and our annual journal, Adams County History.

Submissions
The editorial board of Adams County History encourages submission of essays
and notices reflecting the rich history of Adams County. Submissions should
typed, double-spaced, and available in a PC-compatible word processing format.
Contributors should include both a hard copy and an electronic copy of their
work on CD-ROM, and should retain copies of the submitted typescript. General
style should be in accordance with other academic journals and publications.
If contributors wish to have submitted materials returned to them, they should
include a self-addressed envelope with affixed postage.
Submissions and inquiries should be addressed to Timothy H. Smith and
Maria C. Lynn, editors, Adams County History, Adams County Historical
Society, P. O. Box 4325, Gettysburg, PA 17325.
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A Note from the Editors
Like last year, this year’s Adams County History journal features articles
related to the First World War in honor of the 100th Anniversary of the conflict.
The main article is by ACHS member Valerie J. Young. It is an insightful and
very personal journal of her research into the life of her grandfather and his
experiences in the war. Also included is the account of “Thirty Two Days in the
Argonne Offense” by Grover Cleveland Maus of Littlestown, Pennsylvania, as
printed in Adams County in the World War. Together they provide some local
insight into the events that occurred on the world stage 100 years ago.
We hope you enjoy this year’s journal.
Timothy H. Smith & Maria C. Lynn, Editors
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Bringing to Life the
Grandfather I Never Knew
Valerie J. Young (December 2019)
My grandfather, Chester Allen Bower, was born in New Oxford, Pennsylvania
on August 30, 1894 and died near there in Hanover on December 30, 1939. He
was my mother’s father, and she was just 12 years old when he died. I never had
the chance to meet him.
Chester served in the Great War in the U.S. Army’s 79th Division, which took
part in the Meuse–Argonne Offensive from September to November 1918. This
Offensive was the largest military operation ever undertaken by the U.S. Army
at that time and its success led, in part, to the end of the war. My grandfather
was not wounded in the war, but he was gassed very close to the Armistice,
around November 3, 1918. This gassing was thought to have contributed to his
long–term health issues, and ultimately to his early death at age 45.
My mother, Rena Bower Young, left Pennsylvania in 1948 when she was
21. She graduated from University of
Pennsylvania Nursing School that year,
and followed her older sister west to
California, where she met my father,
a 3rd generation Californian from the
San Francisco Bay Area. She raised
her family and remained there the rest
of her life. She told us the story of her
father being gassed in the war and dying
young, but we knew much more about
her mother, Goldie Bentzel, and her side
of the family than we did the Bower
family.
My mother passed away in 2013 at
age 85 and my father in early 2016 at age
92. When we cleared out and sold our
family home of 56 years, we discovered
some old boxes of my mother’s that had
not been opened in a very long time. My
Willis and Chester Bower, 1918
Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)
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summer of 2016 was spent unexpectedly
captivated by the old family photographs
and treasures from my mother’s childhood,
especially those related to her father who
had died when she was so young. There
were some photographs of Chester in
uniform, one with his older brother Willis
and one with his younger brother Charlie,
and there was a small photograph of a
soldier standing at a distance in front of a
tent—the “who, where, and when” of that
photograph all unknown.
But the image that yielded the most
information was a large panoramic
photograph of about 135 soldiers, arranged
in orderly rows, all facing the camera. In
white cursive handwriting at the bottom
Chester and Charlie Bower, 1918
center of the image are the words: Co “G”
315th Infantry, Camp Dix, N.J. May 1919. And sitting in the third row, 6th in from
the right, is my grandfather. There are few smiling faces in this photograph,
the last one taken of Company G. These are soldiers who had survived and
returned from the Great War.
This image became the catalyst to my three-year exploration of my
grandfather’s Great War journey and the impact it had on his life and the lives
of those around him. My
college degrees are in
history and geography, so
I knew something of the
“war to end all wars.” But
I needed to re-learn the
causes and progress of
the war, and specifically
focus on what was
going on in the U.S.—
politically, culturally, and
economically—at
that
WWI soldier—location, date, and name unknown
2
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Company G, 315th Infantry, Camp Dix, New Jersey, May 1919

time, to understand how my grandfather and his family fit into that history. And
I especially needed to learn about his service in France, what engagements he
fought in, and how he was able to survive when so many others did not. I am
only on the planet because my grandfather came home from the Great War; it
became important to me to understand how and why.
Among my mother’s possessions was a slender book that provided another
catalyst and an important link from the war to Chester’s hometown of New
Oxford: Adams County in the World War: April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918,
published in 1921 and written by Percy S. Eichelberger and Paul L. Foulk. It
was not surprising that my mother had this book. Chester’s younger sister,
Mary, was married to Foulk in 1923, and my mother shared a special bond with
her Aunt Mary, especially after Chester’s death in 1939. Foulk and Eichelberger
were cousins from the New Oxford area who both served in the war.
This essay is the story of my grandfather’s life—before, during, and after the
war—gleaned from a variety of source materials. There were no WWI letters
from Chester among my mother’s things, nor a diary or medical records. His
Official Military Personnel File, originally housed at the National Archives’
National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, was destroyed in the fire that
occurred there in July 1973. The Center did provide the one document still
available, his Final Pay Voucher, and I also found his June 1917 draft registration
form and 1934 Veterans Benefit application form. Research through Ancestry.
com yielded other military service documents, census records, marriage and
death certificates, obituaries, and grave site locations. It also provided access
to articles from local newspapers (e.g. New Oxford Item, Gettysburg Times,
Gettysburg Compiler, etc.) which were an invaluale resource for learning about
everyday life in that part of Pennsylvania. I have also read many WWI-related
books and performed research on a variety of topics, includikng the influenza
pandemic of 1918–1920, the Selective Service Act, veterans’ compensation
benefits, gas warfare and the long-term medical effects of gas exposure, the
histories of Philadelphia, New Oxford, and Adams County during the war, and
Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)
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on Hoboken New Jersey, the primary point of WWI toop embarkation. I also
visited Adams County and Philadelphia to find evidence of the Bower familiy
in those areas.
My research would not have been complete without visiting the NeuseArgonne area itself, which I have now done three times—in November 2016,
May 2017, and September 2018. I am deeply indebted to my two battlefield
guides, Randal Gaulke of New Jersey and Markus Klauer of Germany and
France, who were both instrumental in helping me to make real the outline of
my grandfather’s WWI journey that I had developed from my own research. We
were able to travel the route my grandfather’s U.S. Army unit folowed in the fall
of 1918, and also visit and hike in places that reveal the older French and German
military presence in the area. Thanks are also due to Sebastian Wintermute,
who performs photograph and document resotration services in New York
City where I live. I entrusted Sebastian with the task of digital scanning, repair
and enhancement of the new photographs I have of my grandfather’s WWI life,
along with other photographs and documents from my mother’s collection. The
black and white photographs in this essay reflect his work.
My life has been immeasurably changed by this journey to discover this
grandfather that I never knew. What has always interested me most in studying
history are the stories of ordinary people and their everyday lives . . . how

Goldie and Chester Bower
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normal human beings cope with the big sweep of historical events around them
and create unique and productive lives for themselves and their families in the
midst of all that history. Through my research and travel, the ordinary and
everyday lives of Chester Allen Bower and his family have become alive for me,
finally, as I know they were to my mother. I am honored to be his granddaughter
and to share this story.

Chester’s Life Before the War
Chester was born in New Oxford in August 1894, to parents whose large
extended families had been living in South–Central Pennsylvania since the
mid–1700s. His father was Thomas Edwin Bower whose lineage goes back to
Lancaster County, and his mother was Rebecca Julian Feiser whose family line
started in York County. Both the Bower and Feiser families were well known in
Adams County and New Oxford at the turn of the 20th century. Thomas Bower
came from a farming family in the New Chester area; he was a school teacher
in his youth, worked at the local shoe factory, and served for several years
as secretary to the New Oxford Town Council. Rebecca’s father, Peter Feiser,
began what would become one of the area’s long–operating and family–owned
undertaking and funeral businesses. A Feiser signature is on many of the death
certificates found in my research, and the Feiser Funeral Home still operates
in New Oxford.
Chester was in the middle of six children (two children died in infancy): his
brother Willis was the oldest, then two older sisters (Alice and Edna), a younger
sister (Mary) and brother (Charles, called Charlie). The Bowers owned a home
on what was then Berlin Avenue (it later became North Berlin Avenue). The
1900 Census showed that Chester’s father and his brother Willis both worked at
the Livingston Shoe Factory in New Oxford, and the 1910 Census showed that
his father was still working there along with Chester’s older sister, Edna. This
factory was built in 1899 and was a major source of employment in the area
at least until the 1960s; the building is still standing and has been the home of
Golden Lane Antiques for many years. It would have been an easy walk from
the Bower home on Berlin Avenue to the shoe factory on Golden Lane.
By 1902, Chester’s older brother Willis had moved to Philadelphia at age
19 to work in a large grocery store. Willis was 26 when Chester joined him
there by the 1910 Census; he was 16 years old and had finished 8th grade. The
1910 Census showed that they lived together as lodgers in a boarding house on
North 17th Street, and both worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) at the
Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)
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Broad Street Station. Willis was a clerk and Chester was a messenger. The PRR
was headquartered in Philadelphia and was the largest railroad by traffic and
revenue in the U.S. in the first part of the 20th century. It offered good steady
employment at that time. The Broad Street Station was the first of the great
passenger rail stations built by the PRR, and served as its terminal in downtown
Philadelphia. It was later demolished in the 1950s, after the PRR moved its
operations to the 30th Street Station, which continues as the main rail hub in
Philadelphia.
Willis was married in late 1910, and he and his wife moved to a house on
Lycoming Street. His wife met a tragic end when she killed herself in April
1915 by jumping off the Strawberry Mansion Bridge into the Schuylkill River,
in the Fairmount Park area of Philadelphia. It is uncertain where Chester was
living at this time, with Willis and his wife or on his own, but he had moved to
a residence on North 19th Street by the time he registered for the WWI draft in
June 1917. He had been promoted to a clerk at the PRR by then.

Induction into the Army
When the U.S. entered the war in April 1917, the number of men in its armed
forces was very small compared to the European Allied forces. President
Woodrow Wilson wanted at first to use only volunteer troops to build the
army, and put out the call for men after war was declared. Because voluntary
enlistment numbers were low, Congress enacted the Selective Service Act in
May 1917, establishing compulsory military draft registration for all men ages 21
to 30. June 5, 1917 was the date of the first draft registration; it was identified by
Presidential Proclamation as National Registration Day. Chester did not enlist
at the first call for men in April, but he did register on June 5 in Philadelphia. He
was 22 years old and was classified as “eligible and liable for military service.”
His brother Willis was 34 at this date and thus was too old to register.
Chester was inducted into the Army in Philadelphia on September 21, 1917.
At this time, the U.S. military forces were divided into three groups: Regular
Army (those who were already in the service and those who enlisted), National
Guard (the organized militias of the states), and National Army (those who were
drafted under the Selective Service Act). Chester was assigned to the National
Army, 79th Division, 158th Brigade, 315th Infantry, 2nd Battalion, Company G. The
315th Infantry became known as “Philadelphia’s Own” since the majority of men
were from this city. Chester entered the Army as a Private and remained at this
rank during his service.
6
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The 79th Division was made up of men primarily from eastern Pennsylvania,
Delaware, and the District of Columbia. The Division was made up of two
Brigades, the 157th and 158th. Each Brigade was made up of two Regiments (also
called Infantry). The 313th and 314th Regiments made up the 157th Brigade, and
the 315th and 316th Regiments made up the 158th Brigade. Each Regiment then
had three Battalions, and each Battalion was made up of Companies. In the
158th Brigade, the First Battalion included Companies A, B, C, and D. The 2nd
Battalion, which was Chester’s, included Companies E, F, G, and H. The 3rd
Battalion included Companies I, K, L, and M. The average size of a Company
was 100–250 soldiers, including the commanding officers. This Division
command structure was specifically created by General John Pershing for the
WWI American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) in France.
Camp Meade, located in Maryland midway between Baltimore and
Washington, D.C., was developed as the training center for the 79th Division.
The camp was constructed, by incoming soldiers, from the ground up on land
that was then under cultivation for truck and fruit farming and commandeered
by the Army. It was originally intended to be a temporary training facility, but
became a permanent military installation in 1928 and is in use today as the
Army’s Center for Information, Intelligence and Cyber Operations.
The officers assigned to the 79th Division received a 3 to 4 month training
course at the Fort Niagara Training Camp in New York. The Commanding
General of the 79th Division was Major General Joseph E. Kuhn. By November
30, 1917 there were 40,000 men at Camp Meade. Transfers of men in and out
of the various regiments occurred constantly throughout the fall and winter of
1917–18 and into the spring of 1918. Men like Chester who arrived in September
1917 received nine months of training, but those who arrived in 1918 received
as little as two to five months of training before going to France.
Chester made a trip home to New Oxford on September 18–20, 1917 for one
last visit before going to Camp Meade. He was allowed two visits home in the
fall of 1917: November 17–18, and again on November 29 for the Thanksgiving
holiday. During the first half of 1918, he visited his family on three occasions:
March 24, April 28, and June 1–2. These visits were all reported in the front page
of the New Oxford Item, usually in the Personal or Bugle Notes columns.
Chester’s younger brother Charlie enlisted in the Regular Army at Takoma
Park, Maryland on March 26, 1918. At the time of the first draft registration in
1917, Charlie was only 19 and was not eligible for service; he was still under
the minimum age of 21 when he was allowed to enlist in 1918. It is possible that
Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)
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he was able to enlist because he entered the Army as an assistant embalmer
with the medical corps, and might not have been classified for overseas duty.
His medical background came from working for a while as an assistant to his
cousin, the New Oxford undertaker William Feiser, prior to enlistment. Charlie
entered service as a Private at the Medical Supply Depot at Camp Merritt,
New Jersey and was then transferred on June 28, 1918 to the Camp Mills Base
Hospital on Long Island, New York.

79th Division Transport to France
From March to July in 1918, Germany launched the Spring Offensive along
the Western Front in an attempt to end the war before U.S. forces could fully
mobilize in France. U.S. troops began to arrive in large numbers in the summer
of 1918. President Wilson reviewed the 79th Division troops in Baltimore in
April. General Kuhn and his advance detachment sailed for France on June 30
and arrived in Brest harbor, the westernmost port in France which received the
majority of U.S. troops, on July 13.
On July 6–8, the 79th Division traveled by train from Camp Meade to the
railyards in Jersey City, where they took a ferry a short distance north to
Hoboken. Hoboken was the primary port of embarkation for troops to France.
Because of the British naval blockade at the start of the war, German merchant
vessels were typically forced to the nearest port. Hoboken was the American
home of several major German steamship lines, and a number of German ships
were in port when the U.S. entered the war. Most of these ships were seized by
the Army in 1917 and converted to troop transport ships.
One half of the 79th Division (13,000 men) departed from Hoboken aboard
the Leviathan on the evening of July 8, 1918. The Leviathan was originally
built as the Vaterland, the largest German ocean liner built by the Hamburg–
Amerika Line at that time, and was seized in New York Harbor in April 1917.
The remaining troops, including Chester’s regiment, departed aboard five ships
in convoy on July 9. Chester departed on the America (originally the Hamburg–
Amerika Line’s SS Amerika), which carried 6,000 troops. It is probable that
Chester had not been at sea before, having left home at an early age to work in
Philadelphia and staying at that employment until he was drafted. Perhaps he
did some boating on the Schuylkill River that runs through Philadelphia; but it
is unlikely that he would have been out on the Atlantic Ocean before boarding
the troop ship in Hoboken.
During the night of July 14, Chester’s ship accidentally rammed a British
8
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freight steamer, the Indestructo. Both ships were running without lights for
safety. The British ship was cut nearly in two and sank within about seven
minutes. The America rescued 11 of the 40 British crew but the rest were lost
at sea. The 79th Division convoy arrived in Brest harbor from July 15–18, and
stayed at the Pontanezen Barracks about five kilometers north of the dock.
From July 22–26, the Division then traveled east by train to the 10th Training
Area in Prauthoy, south of the Front. Pershing’s AEF Headquarters was about
60 kilometers north, in the village of Chaumont. On July 25th, the New Oxford
Item published a small article stating that Chester’s parents had received word
that he had arrived safely in France.

Leading Up to the Meuse-Argonne Offensive
Through review of the 79th Division and 315th Infantry histories, I was able to plot
the movements of my grandfather’s regiment in the Meuse–Argonne Offensive.
These military histories provide only limited information at the Battalion and
Company level, so I have assumed that where the 315th Regiment is described,
my grandfather was with his unit. From July 27 to September 8, the 79th
Division underwent intensive training in the Prauthoy area. During late August,
the Division was struck by the influenza pandemic, with about 600 cases of
flu and 4% mortality. During September through November 1918, influenza and
pneumonia sickened 30–40% of the U.S. Army and Navy personnel; it became
a major cause of military deaths during the war years, killing more personnel
than battlefield combat.
On September 7, the 79th Division’s assignment was revealed to them: to
take part in the Meuse–Argonne Offensive. The objective of the Offensive was
to end the war by breaking through the German front lines and capturing the
key German rail center at Sedan. The Offensive was named for the geographic
area between the Argonne Forest on the west and the Meuse River on the
east. This area had been held by the German Army since 1914; it contained
several strategic high points from which the Germans could direct artillery and
troop movements, and was heavily fortified. Although most of the 79th Division
troops had completed far less training than needed for combat readiness,
General Pershing assigned this Division the most difficult task of the Offensive,
to capture the high point of Montfaucon, and break through the German
trench system to the north. Just prior to the Meuse–Argonne Offensive, from
September 12–15, the AEF conducted the St. Mihiel Offensive, which took the
German salient just south of Verdun that had been held by the Germans since
Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)
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1914. The 79th Division was not part of that campaign.
In the 2½ weeks prior to the Offensive, the 79th Division moved north to
the Robert–Espagne camp west of Bar–Le–Duc; they traveled primarily at
night northeasterly along the Verdun/Bar–le–Duc Road. This road was (and
still is) called La Voie Sacrée, or the Sacred Way, for the vital role it played in
transporting French troops, armaments, and supplies for the Battle of Verdun
in 1916.
The 313th and 315th Regiments relieved the French divisions at the front line
trenches on the evening of September 13 in the area known as Sector 304, the
Avocourt–Malancourt Sector. This area was named for Hill or Côte 304, a high
point that experienced substantial attack and counter–attack by the French
and German armies during the Battle of Verdun. The French finally re–took
Côte 304 in August 1917, which enabled the American troops to use it as one of
the jumping off points for the Meuse–Argonne Offensive. On September 12, the
New Oxford Item ran a small article stating that Chester’s parents had received
a letter from their son saying that “he is enjoying good health over there.”
Orders were received on September 21 that the Meuse–Argonne Offensive
would begin on September 26. During maneuvers to the trenches on the eve of
the Offensive, one platoon of Chester’s Company G was hit by a shell; seven
were wounded, one later dying of wounds. These were the first battle casualties
of Company G.

The Meuse–Argonne Offensive
The Meuse–Argonne Offensive took place in three phases, defined by dates.
The first phase was from September 26 to October 3, the second phase from
October 4 to 28, and the third and last phase from October 28 to November 11,
the date of the Armistice. The 79th Division was involved in direct fighting in the
first and third phases, and was on relief and holding the St. Mihiel line during
the second phase. Following is a synopsis of the 315th Infantry movements
during these dates.
• First phase, September 26 to October 3: The primary objective of
this phase was to capture three towns (Malancourt, Montfaucon, and Nantillois),
and advance north towards the German Hindenburg line. The distance from the
jump-off point in Sector 304 to Nantillois was about nine kilometers. The 79th
Division was on the right of three divisions that made up V Corps (Fifth Corps),
which was assigned the primary responsibility for capturing Montfaucon. To
the right of V Corps was Third (III) Corps, and to the left was First (I) Corps.
10
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Difficult terrain, overwhelming enemy machine gun and artillery fire,
a dense mixture of smoke
and fog and rain, a lack
of rations and water and
rest, and confusion on
the battlefield among
the
untested
troops
led to heavy casualties
among all units and all
Madeleine Farm then (February 1919)
ranks during these five
seemingly endless days.
The 315th Infantry lost
three officers and 26
enlisted men on the first
day alone. Chester’s
unit was alternately in
the lead and in reserve
during this time, and
was able to advance as
far as Bois des Ogons,
just south of Madeleine
Madeleine Farm now (May 2018)
Farm, stalled for a time
on a rise that came to be known as “Suicide Hill.” Madeleine Farm had housed
a German hospital and the roof of the barn was marked with the Red Cross
insignia, misleading the U.S. troops to think it was a safe place; they learned
otherwise. On September 29, a low–flying German airplane shelled the 315th
Infantry first aid station near Nantillois, and other medical facilities marked
with red crosses were shelled, resulting in extremely high casualties among
all ranks. The 316th Infantry had advanced through the Bois de Cunel on the
northwest side of Madeleine Farm, the deepest advance into German lines of
any Divisions active these days along the entire Front. But the positions could
not be held, and relief was ordered for the 79th Division on the early morning
on September 30.
• Second phase, October 4 to 28: From October 1 to 3, the 79th Division
marched south to the relatively quiet Troyon Sector near St. Mihiel to rest,
Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)
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continue training, and to hold the line established in the St. Mihiel Offensive.
They remained here until nearly the end of the month. Shelling and patrol raids
by the Germans continued throughout this time, and battle fatalities continued
to occur. The 79th also received 2,200 replacement soldiers at this time; most of
these men came from the far western and southern parts of the U.S., and most
had received no infantry or rifle training. The Offensive was continued by other
AEF Divisions, as was the Allied assault on the German line from Flanders to
Reims. Pershing reorganized his forces and created a new Second American
Army, with command of the 79th Division passing from the First to Second
Army.
On October 20, while Chester was in the Troyon Sector, his younger brother
Charlie died of pneumonia caused by the influenza pandemic while stationed at
Camp Mills on Long Island. He was 20½ years old. Charlie had been promoted
twice during the short time he was in service, to Private First Class and then
to Sergeant. Charlie’s parents had received a telegram on October 17 with the
news of his serious illness, and his older brother Willis was with him when he
died. Willis made the call to his parents in New Oxford, as reported in Charlie’s
obituary in the New Oxford Item. It is unknown how and when Chester
received this news while at the Front, or if it affected how he was deployed
for the remaining few weeks of the war. Willis had registered for the draft in
September (at age 34), after the Selective Service Act was amended to include
all men age 18 to 45. He had also passed the exam for overseas YMCA troop–
support work in August. He was not called to serve in either capacity.
• Third phase, October 28 to November 11: In October, the AEF
was still focused on capturing the rail hub of Sedan and driving the Germans
from the commanding heights east of the Meuse River. These operations were
led by the French Corps, with two American Divisions (including the 79th) as
crucial participants. The objective was to punch east through the Bois de la
Grande Montagne to the Woëvre Plain and into Germany. To do this it was
necessary to take out a key hill fortification at la Borne de Cornouiller, known
to the Americans as Corn Willy Hill. Similar to Montfaucon, this hill was heavily
fortified and defended by the Germans as they could direct fire from here to any
location on the 24–mile Meuse–Argonne front.
The U.S. 29th and 33rd Divisions had been fighting in this area in October but
could not break through the German lines. The 79th Division began its northward
movement on October 24, and order was given on October 27 that they would
relieve the 29th Division and advance to Cornouiller on October 28–30. On
12
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the night of October
28, they crossed to east
side of Meuse River by
a narrow footbridge at
Brabant–sur–Meuse,
then north to the Bois
de Consenvoye and
Molleville Farm by the
morning of October 30,
and on to Bois de Wavrille
and Bois d’Etraye.
The
attack
on
Hill 361 then (November 12, 1918)
Cornouiller
occurred
st
November 3–6. The 1
Battalion of the 316th
Infantry under Major
Harry Parkin, and the
1st Battalion of the 315th
Infantry under Major
Ward Pierson, were the
front line units. Chester’s
2nd Battalion relieved the
1st Battalion on the night
of November 3, and he
reported being gassed
Hill 361 now (May 2018)
on this date. The hill was
taken on November 6 by the combined efforts of the 315th and 316th Infantries,
though the 316th was given credit for the capture. Major Parkin was seriously
wounded, and then taken prisoner with two other officers and 21 enlisted men.
The 79th Division continued to push east through Bois de la Grande Montagne,
and on to the villages of Réville, Étraye, Wavrille, and Gibercy. Although the
Germans were retreating east, resistance in the area was still strong. Major
Pierson was killed on November 9 along a railroad embankment, where the 1st
and 2nd Battalions of the 315th were trying to advance the line.
On November 11 at 8 a.m. the message of the Armistice was received; hostilities
would cease at 11 a.m. The 79th Division continued its advance eastward until
exactly that moment, and gained the distinction of having pressed the furthest
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east into the German front east of the Meuse River. Chester’s Company G was
just east of Gibercy at Hill 361 at the time of the Armistice.

From the Armistice to Discharge
After the Armistice, the 79th Division moved a short distance north to Damvillers,
where they stayed to the end of 1918. During this time, the daily record that had
been kept of men killed in action was amended to include men who were killed
in action but the date was not known, and men who died of wounds after the
Armistice. The total casualties (killed in action, wounded in action, and gassed)
of the 315th Infantry were 1,485. There were several hundred more who were
identified as missing in action or captured.
The Division received orders on December 24 to move south and proceeded
to Souilly, the First Army’s Headquarters for the Meuse–Argonne Offensive,
where they stayed for the first three months of 1919. On February 22nd, the
Division received word that it would return to the U.S. in June. At the end
of March, the Division moved south in a 5–day 100–kilometer march to the
Allied Fourth Training Area near Rimaucourt, about 25 kilometers northeast
of Chaumont. Pershing reviewed the 79th Division troops there for the last time
on April 12. On April 18, orders were given that the 79th would travel west to
Nantes to prepare for embarkation to the U.S.
The move west occurred from April 21–27, 1919 along a route similar to
the one followed when they arrived the previous summer. They spent three
weeks here; among my mother’s mementos were several picture postcards that
Chester got from Nantes and Vertou. On May 12, troops traveled by train to St.
Nazaire on the Atlantic coast, where embarkations were to occur. On May 15,
half of the 79th Division boarded the transport ship USS Dakotan and headed for
the U.S. The remainder of the Division (including Chester’s unit) boarded the
transport ship USS Santa Rosa and departed on May 17.
The USS Dakotan arrived in Philadelphia on May 28, and the USS Santa
Rosa arrived on May 30 after a 13–day crossing, both to cheering crowds at the
dock and throughout the city. Troops then boarded a train to Camp Dix, New
Jersey, where a last parade of troops was held on June 2, 1919. The 313th Infantry
(“Baltimore’s Own”) decided to have a homecoming parade in Baltimore, but
the balance of the Division, including the 315th Infantry, voted to not have a
welcome parade in Philadelphia or elsewhere. They were eager to get home.
Chester’s total time at the Front, from September 8 to the Armistice on
November 11, was about 64 days or about 9 weeks. His total time in military
14
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service was a little over 20 months. He was honorably discharged on June 7,
1919. Final discharge and dissolution of the 79th Division occurred on June 9; it
had been existence for about 22 months.

Post-War Life and Family
I was able to trace most of my grandfather’s movements immediately after the
war through several small articles that appeared in the New Oxford Item. It
is evident that he had difficulty in maintaining employment after he returned,
most likely as result of his being gassed during the war. After discharge from
Camp Dix, he spent a few weeks at his parents’ home in New Oxford, and then
returned to Philadelphia to resume his position with the railroad in late June.
He left this position in early August to return to live with his parents in New
Oxford. A New Oxford Item article dated August 7, 1919 stated: “While in action
with 315th Infantry in France, young Bower was gassed and this has so affected
his throat that he was obliged to resign the position with the railroad company.
It is likely that he will accept a position in the New Oxford shoe factory.”
The next New Oxford Item article about his employment was dated
September 11, 1919 and stated: “Chester Bower, of Berlin Avenue, has accepted
a clerical position in Harris Bros. shop, Center Square. Mr. Bower was gassed
in action, and recently he had to give up a responsible position with the PRR in
Philadelphia in order to be more in the open.” The 1920 census then confirmed
that Chester was living at the Bower family home and working as a clerk in a
retail clothing store. But an article after that census was taken, dated August
5, 1920, stated: “Chester Bower has resigned as clerk in the Harris Brothers
store.”
Chester married Goldie Marie Bentzel in May 1924. Goldie’s family was from
Adams County and Frederick and Carroll Counties in Maryland, just across
the Pennsylvania state line. Her paternal great great grandparents were David
and Elizabeth Bentzel who built and operated Bentzel’s Mill and Bridge in the
early 1800s in York County. Chester and Goldie may have met sometime in
1922; my mother saved some small notes and a birthday card from Chester
to Goldie dated October that year. The newspaper article announcing their
wedding identified that Chester was working at the Livingston Shoe Factory
in New Oxford. Goldie was a single mother when they met, raising a daughter
(my aunt Arlene) from her fiancé who died in early 1920 from the influenza
pandemic; most of his family also tragically perished from the flu at that time.
Goldie received a teaching degree from the Cumberland Valley State Normal
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School in Shippensburg in 1918, and then taught school for a few years in the
small community of New Chester, about four miles north of New Oxford. At the
time she married Chester, she identified herself as a dressmaker.
I often wondered about my grandfather’s war sentiments before and after
his military service. Although his heritage was German, we do not know if he
had reluctance to go to war against the country of his ancestors, which had
been a reported sentiment during the Great War period. He also had two uncles
on his father’s side that served in the Union Army and survived the Civil War.
One of these uncles, Leander Bower, was still living near New Oxford at the
time of the Great War; he survived long enough to see Chester return from
France, and died in 1922, the same year as Chester’s father.
One thing we do know is that Chester’s war experience, in part, led to his
conversion from the Lutheran Church to the Jehovah’s Witness faith because
of its religion–based objection to military service. He convinced Goldie to join
him, and she remained in the Jehovah’s Witness church for the rest of her life.
She recalled that Chester told her he would often shoot in the air when on the
battlefield because the war was “just Lutherans shooting Lutherans, and why
would I want to do that.” She also recalled that he told her he feared that he
would never sleep between clean white sheets again.
The family rented rooms in a house on North Peters Street in New Oxford,
and this is where my mother spent her childhood. This house is still standing
and is near the Bower family home on North Berlin Avenue where Chester
grew up. His mother lived in that house until about 1944. In addition to Goldie’s
daughter, they had two more children: a son Edgar, born in 1926, and a daughter
Rena, my mother, born in 1927.
In 1927, Chester ran for and was elected New Oxford Borough Tax Collector.
Chester’s father had served for some years as the Secretary to the New Oxford
Town Council, so public service work was within his family history. Chester
continued to hold this position through the early 1930s. He also served as
secretary to the New Oxford School Board in 1928. In addition to these
positions, the 1930 Census showed that he was still working as a cutter in the
local shoe factory.
From a young age, Chester’s son Edgar had frequent and severe earaches
and infections, which eventually caused his deafness. He went to first grade in
New Oxford, but had difficulty in school due to severe hearing loss. Sometime
after this he was placed in the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf in Philadelphia,
which was the third oldest school of its kind in the state that time. Edgar lived at
16
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the school off and on from 1936 to 1950. The school had an excellent reputation
for its teaching methods, and still operates in Philadelphia.
On February 21, 1935, Chester was appointed U.S. Postmaster for New
Oxford for a four-year term. At that time, Postmaster appointments were
recommended by the President and confirmed by the Senate. Up until 1927,
the certificate of appointment was actually signed by the President; after that,
the signatures were printed into the certificate. Chester’s 1935 certificate has
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s printed signature, and an original signature
by James A. Farley, who was Postmaster General under FDR’s first two terms.
The landmark James Farley Post Office building in New York City is named for
him. Chester was reappointed to the position in June 1939, again by President
Roosevelt.
Just
six
months
into his second term as
Postmaster, Chester died
at age 45 on December 30,
1939 in Hanover General
Hospital. He had been
admitted on December
21 and remained in
hospital until his death.
The cause of death was
acute nephritis, also
known as kidney disease
Chester Bower Postmaster Appointment 1935
or failure. My aunt, who
was 19 years old and
then at University of
Pennsylvania
Nursing
School, came home to
help the family and her
witness signature is on
the death certificate.
My uncle Edgar was
at the Deaf School in
Philadelphia, and my
mother at age 12, was
Chester Bower Postmaster Appointment 1939
living at home.
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We do not know if being gassed in 1918 contributed to his cause of death.
There are several types of nephritis and it has many causes; and it was a very
common cause of death in the first half of the 20th century. But the Bower/
Bentzel family lore was that his death at the relatively young age of 45 was
attributed in part to medical conditions arising from his war experience. One
New Oxford Item article about Chester’s return in June 1919 indicated that he
had been in the hospital for a short while to treat his gassing, but there were
no military records about that hospital stay nor where it occurred. I also do
not have any of his post–war medical records or even photographs of him after
about age 40.
There was an interesting mention of Chester in a case report for his son
Edgar from the mid–1950s, about 15 years after Chester had died. As my uncle
Edgar aged, he developed some emotional disabilities in addition to his ongoing
deafness. He had stayed at the Philadelphia School for the Deaf into his mid–
20s, and my grandmother had his capabilities evaluated in 1955 when she was
trying to determine the best place for him to live. In a section describing family
history, the case report stated that the father, Chester, was “reported to have
habitually talked to himself in a loud voice, laughing or swearing while in the
adjoining rooms or in the bathroom. He habitually walked alone on the streets
in the evenings and was noted by neighbors to talk to himself a great deal at
such times.” We do not know if Chester’s changing temperament was caused
by his war experience, but it was part of the family narrative passed down by
my grandmother.
Chester was buried at the New Oxford Cemetery. His brother Charlie, and
other family members are buried near him. Willis outlived his two younger
brothers, dying in York at the age of 64 in 1947. Chester’s mother died that same
year, age 90. She spent her last years with her daughter, Mary Bower Foulk, in
Hanover.
My grandmother Goldie became the acting Postmaster in New Oxford upon
Chester’s death. She received a personal condolence letter from Postmaster
General James Farley in January 1940. After passing the civil service exam
with high marks, she was confirmed by the U.S. Senate and officially appointed
Postmaster by President Roosevelt on August 8, 1940. She held this position
until her retirement in 1963 at age 65, instituting many important postal services
for the local community during her tenure. Goldie died in 1985 in Hanover at
age 86, and my uncle Edgar died in 1990 in McSherrystown at age 64. As noted
earlier, my mother Rena died in Northern California in 2013, and her sister,
18
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my aunt, is still living in
California at the time of
this writing, age 99.
Chester
witnessed
so many remarkable
events during his short
time on the planet:
the beginning of a
new millennium and
the assassination of
President McKinley, the
combustion–powered
automobile and the
Wright brothers’ first
flight, the influenza
pandemic
and
the
discovery of penicillin,
women’s right to vote,
Prohibition and its
repeal, and the Great
Depression. And then,
a few months before
his death, Germany
invaded Poland. And the “war to end all wars” that he and so many others had
fought in was not really that. War was coming again. He knew it, he saw it, and
he felt it.
How very fortunate that Chester and Goldie found each other in the
small town of New Oxford. Both were so deeply affected by the war and the
influenza pandemic, as were many in their community. Chester struggled to
maintain steady employment the first few years after the war, and Goldie was
a single mother raising a child whose father, and most of his family, had been
decimated by the influenza pandemic. After his marriage to Goldie, Chester
was continually employed up until his death, in positions of great value to his
community, and he was always able to provide for his family. And then Goldie
took up his position at the Post Office, and continued that tradition of providing
for her family through important community work. Ordinary people living in
extraordinary times, creating lives of value and permanence.
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Some Observations Related to
Chester’s Military Service
Casualty Numbers for Company G
There were 12 Companies in the 315th Infantry. Four of these Companies (G, H,
I, and M) had lower numbers of men killed in action at the Front than the other
Companies. And the 2nd Battalion (which included Chester’s Company G), had
lower numbers of total battle casualties than the other two battalions while at
the Front. Does this information provide a clue as to why Chester might have
survived the battles he was in during the Meuse–Argonne Offensive, and was
able to return home even though he was gassed? It is difficult to tell from the
79th Division and 315th Infantry histories just how much front line placement the
Battalions and Companies of the 315th Infantry had during the two phases of the
Offensive, but it appears that the 2nd Battalion was often held in reserve. Was
Chester’s Company G a particularly “green” unit that the commanding officers
held back? Was there some other reason? We do not know. We do know there
were soldiers who were “stragglers” and that there was much confusion on the
battlefield, particularly during the first phase of the Offensive, which may have
contributed to behaviors that gave some soldiers better odds at survival. Or
perhaps he just got lucky.
Applying for Veterans Compensation Benefits
The Veterans Administration became a consolidated federal agency in 1930
under the World War Veterans’ Act. Legislation and Executive Orders enacted
in the early 1930s provided for enhanced benefit programs, including a law
providing for compensation paid directly to widows and children of men with
WWI military service. The State of Pennsylvania also adopted Act No. 53 in
January 1934, which provided for Veterans’ compensation in that state. Chester
applied for Veterans compensation benefits for his own family, and for his
mother on behalf of his brother Charlie, on March 16, 1934. The compensation
approved for each was $10 per month for 20 months, for a total compensation
of $200.
On the benefits application form, one must fill in a section called
“Engagements.” Chester’s form includes the following: “St. Mihiel * Meuse–
Argonne Forest.” The 79th Division did not fight in the St. Mihiel Offensive, but
it was sent there after the Montfaucon engagement. St. Mihiel was considered
a “Defensive” engagement in October 1918, and Chester’s form just did not
include that reference. He also did not identify that he was gassed in the section
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called “Wounds or other injuries received, with dates” as many other soldiers
did.
Chester had a friend from New Oxford named Chauncey P. Colestock.
Chauncey entered the Army in October 1917 and also went to Camp Meade
for training. He was assigned to the 314th Infantry, and sailed from Hoboken at
the same time as Chester. I was curious to know if the two friends saw each
other during the Meuse–Argonne Offensive. Based on a letter that Chauncey
wrote home in early 1919, published in the New Oxford Item, he said he did
not see Chester in France after they completed training in the Prauthoy area in
early September 1918. I also found it interesting that Chauncey included much
more information in his 1934 Veterans compensation application about the
engagements he was in than Chester did, even though they both participated in
the same battles. His detailed listing of these engagements had no bearing on his
benefit amount, as it was the same received by Chester and Charlie, and many
other soldiers. We also do not know if he and Chester stayed in touch after the
war. Chauncey lived to be 88; he died and was buried in 1983 in Philadelphia
where he had moved to and worked as a pharmacist for most of his life.
Keeping in Touch with Other Soldiers
In addition to the large panoramic photograph of Company G from May 1919,
my mother had several copies of a postcard photograph of Chester with a
smaller group of soldiers from his unit, which was taken around the same time
as the panoramic image. I do not know the names of these men, or if Chester
remained in contact with any of them after the war. But I am heartened to see
in this photograph that one soldier holds a baseball mitt, another has a corncob
pipe in his mouth, still another holds a small dog, Chester holds a cigar in his
left hand, and most of the men are smiling.
As noted above, my mother kept several postcards of the cities of Vertou
and Nantes that Chester got on his way out of France. On the back side of two
identical cards from Vertou, he wrote names and addresses in pencil of men
from his Company G; there was a different set of names on each postcard, and
the combined total of names is 25. I was able to figure out who these names
represented because there was an original typed list of the surviving members
of Company G tucked into the front of the 1921 Eichelberger/Foulk book. That
list has the date of 6 May 1919 in the upper right corner, which means it was
prepared right before Company G left France. It is titled Roster of men Co. “G”,
315th Inf., carried on rolls this date with address. There are 158 names on the
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Chester Bower standing far right, Camp Dix, New Jersey, May 1919

list. It appears that Chester took the time to jot down names of men he had
served and possibly become friends with during the war. Perhaps he did this in
Vertou or perhaps on the return voyage home. They hailed from Philadelphia,
other Pennsylvania cities, Brooklyn and other New York communities, and
places in New Jersey. We do not know how many of these, if any, Chester stayed
in touch with after the war.
Veterans’ Organizations Activities
Chester was active in two veterans groups after he returned: the American
Legion, a national organization which was formed in March 1919 by members of
the AEF, and the Patriotic Order Sons of America (POS of A) which was formed
in Pennsylvania in 1847. The local Adams County American Legion posts were
all named for Great War soldiers. The New Oxford post was originally named
for George E. Snyder, the first soldier from that town to die in WWI, of influenza
in September 1918 at the U.S. Navy Base Hospital in Brest. This post was later
moved to Littlestown and renamed the Ocker-Snyder American Legion Post
321, for John W. Ocker of Littlestown, who was killed in the Meuse–Argonne
Offensive on October 11, 1918. American Legion Post 262 in Arendtsville was
first located in Biglerville, and was named for Ira E. Lady who also died of
wounds received in the Meuse-Argonne campaign. The American Legion Post
202 in Gettysburg was named for Albert J. Lentz, who was the first Gettysburg
22
https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/ach/vol25/iss1/1

Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)

et al.: Adams County History 2019
man to be killed in the Great War. Chester also assisted with burials in New
Oxford when soldiers who had been interred in France began to be repatriated
in 1920–21, including the burial of George Snyder when his body was returned
in May 1920.
About nine years after the war, the 315th Infantry collected funds to build a
community center in the destroyed village of Nantillois in France. We do not
know if Chester participated in this effort. The building still stands today, with
the following words engraved on its front: “Erected in memory of the glorious
dead of the 315th Infantry, USA.”
There were 1,086 men from Adams County who served in the Great War,
with 53 Gold Star families, including the Bower family for Chester’s brother
Charlie. Of these 53 soldiers who died, 16 were killed in action, nine died of
wounds, 25 died of disease (influenza), and three were accidental; 21 served
in the Meuse–Argonne Offensive, with eight in the 79th Division. New Oxford
sent 68 men to WWI military service. Of these, one–third were sent overseas
and two–thirds remained stateside. Six soldiers from New Oxford died during
the Great War.
A Note on Sources
There were no WWI letters from Chester among my mother’s things, nor a diary
or medical records. His Official Military Personnel File, originally housed at
the National Archives’ National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, was
destroyed in the fire that occurred there in July 1973. The Center did provide
the one document still available, his Final Pay Voucher, and I also found his
June 1917 draft registration form and 1934 Veterans Benefit application form.
Research through Ancestry.com yielded other military service documents,
census records, marriage and death certificates, obituaries, and grave site
locations. It also provided access to articles from local newspapers (e.g. New
Oxford Item, Gettysburg Times, Gettysburg Compiler, etc.) which were an
invaluable resource for learning about everyday life in that part of Pennsylvania.
I have also read many WWI–related books and performed research on a variety
of topics, including the influenza pandemic of 1918–1920, the Selective Service
Act, veterans’ compensation benefits, gas warfare and the long–term medical
effects of gas exposure, the histories of Philadelphia, New Oxford, and Adams
County during the war, and on Hoboken, New Jersey, the primary point of
WWI troop embarkation. I also visited Adams County and Philadelphia to find
evidence of the Bower family in those areas.
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Of course, my research would not have been complete without visiting the
Meuse–Argonne area itself, which I have now done three times, in November
2016, May 2017, and September 2018. I am deeply indebted to my two battlefield
guides, Randal Gaulke of New Jersey and Markus Klauer of Germany and
France, who were both instrumental in helping me to make real the outline of
my grandfather’s WWI journey that I had developed from my own research. We
were able to travel the route my grandfather’s U.S. Army unit followed in the fall
of 1918, and also visit and hike in places that reveal the older French and German
military presence in the area. Thanks are also due to Sebastian Wintermute,
who performs photograph and document restoration services in New York City
where I live. I entrusted Sebastian with the task of digital scanning, repair and
enhancement of the few photographs I have of my grandfather’s WWI life, along
with other photographs and documents from my mother’s collection. The black
and white photographs in this essay reflect his work.
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Thirty Two Days in the Argonne
Offense
Grover C. Maus (1921)
It is manifestly impossible for one man, without access to official records, to
write anything like a comprehensive history of the great Meuse-Argonne conflict.
So no attempt will be made to write a history, but simply to describe some
events, experiences, feelings and hardships from the standpoint of a personal
observer in the hope that they will provide to be typical of the experiences of
the average Adams County boy who took part in that battle.
After the success at St. Mihiel all energy was directed toward the great drive
which proved to be the final one. Of course for a time the enlisted men knew
nothing about the plans. All they knew was that they were being moved from
one portion of the front to another, sometimes by trucks, at other times on
foot. It does not take long to tell about the movement of an army, but one must
actually have been a part of it to realize what it means. The hikes were made at
night, and most of those September nights were rainy. To hike for the greater
part of a dark, rainy night, over long rough roads, across shell-torn fields,
through forests, sometimes being compelled to stand on a road jammed with
what appeared to be an endless line of trucks, artillery, ammunition wagons,
ambulances, and everything which goes to make up an army; drenched by
a chilling rain from without and wet with perspirations from within, is an
experience never to be forgotten. At the end of such a hike you pitched your
tent in some deep forest without the aid of a light, lay down on the cold ground
and envied your dog at home.
Before the drive started the men were given a course of intensive training in
whatever part they were supposed to take in actual conflict. They were drilled
seven days a week, rain or sunshine. In some cases commanding officers called
their men together and frankly told them that in a few days they would be in
another great battle, which it was hoped would end the war. Confidence in final
success was expressed, but no attempt was made to minimize the greatness of
the task.
Now to be told that in a few days you will be dodging shrapnel and high
explosives in not a very cheering prospect, and yet nothing seemed to check
the natural cheerfulness of the American soldier. On pleasant nights the fellows
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would gather in little groups then from all parts of the woods, which perhaps
concealed thousands of troops, could be heard the notes of “K-k-k-katy,”
“There’s a Long, Long Trail,” and other songs dear to the A. E. F. An army with
such morale could not be defeated.
The big attack started on the morning of September 26, 1918. Those in
the front lines were prepared to go over the top and the one in reserve were
moved to positions nearer to the front. Suddenly, in the early hours of the
morning, our bombardment opened. A great bombardment is a difficult thing to
describe, even for those who have experienced it. Guns of all calibers open fire
simultaneously, the heavens are lighted as though by incessant lightning, and
the din is so great that it is necessary to shout to the comrade by your side in
order to be understood. One learns to recognize the sharp, business-like bark
of the seventy-fives, the deeper tone of the six-inch guns, and the heavy boom
of the monsters far to the rear, and through the air goes the medley of shrieking
shells. One has a feeling of awe and insignificance, but, with it all, a sense of
pride in being a part of something big.
The sensations just described are those experienced at the sending end
of the barrage. The receiving end is quite different. Then you wish you were
many feet underground. You wish that your “tin hat,” ordinarily considered a
burden, were big enough to shelter your whole body. You may dive into the
nearest shell-hole, or try to hide behind a clod of earth or your pack. Nothing
can describe the sensations produced by the diabolical howl of an approaching
shell. However, let it not be understood that Americans were afraid to advance
under such circumstances; no, when the command to go forward was given,
the men picked up their equipment and advanced through shrieking shrapnel,
hissing bullets, and stifling gas. The writer has seen men advancing to what
proved to be their death, with firm tread, smiling countenance, and a jest on
their lips.
The first attack was successful and a considerable advance was made, but at
the end of a day or two the resistance stiffened, and our artillery found it difficult
to keep up with the infantry. The roads were shell-torn, bridges destroyed,
fields cut by trenches, and littered with wire entanglements, and everything
there was mud. So that although artillery and ammunition were not lacking, it
was impossible to keep the guns in position and in action at all times. On the
contrary the enemy, who was gradually withdrawing, had more opportunity to
place his guns.
Any one who forms an idea of a battle from some picture which he has
Adams County History, Volume 25 (2019)

29

Adams County History, Vol. 25 [2019], Art. 1
seen, where men are seen advancing in unbroken ranks, with flags flying and
drums beating, has a wrong impression of modern warfare. The attacks were
usually made in the early morning before the bog had disappeared, or even at
night. The men advanced with fixed bayonets, gas masks at alert, and never in
close formation. Flags and drums were absent. Quite frequently the advance
was against an unseen enemy.
Our boys will not soon forget the attacks upon Montfaucon, how attempt
followed attempt, how some gained a little ground and a batch of prisoners; how
some were checked by avail of bullets from hidden machine guns, which forced
the attaching parties to helot and dig in for a time, and how after each attack the
familiar face of some comrade would be missing. But nothing seemed to daunt
our boys, and apparently insurmountable difficulties were overcome. The place
was defended by an elaborate system of trenches, wire entanglements, by its
location on a high hill, and by the ever active enemy artillery. But before the
force of the first drive had spent itself, Montfaucon and Nantillois were in our
possession.
Now followed a period of comparative quiet for several days. Do not
misunderstand the term quiet. It means simply that no attempt was made to
advance on a extensive scale. The artillery was moved forward and placed in
position nearer the lines; supplies and ammunition were brought up, and tired
divisions were relieved by fresh ones. All these things were done under the fire
of the enemy artillery. The infantry on the lines dug in an protected themselves
as well as they could, but the casualties were heavy every day. Sometimes the
men used dugouts formerly occupied by the enemy, which of course had the
entrance exposed to hostile fire. No one, except one who has seen it, can realize
the carnage caused by a shell exploding in a dugout filed with men. The very
thought of it is like a nightmare for those who have witnessed such slaughter.
Men in the rescuing parties have been known to go temporarily insane by the
horror of it. But is is not well to dwell on the awful side of war.
By Octobed [sic] fourth everything was in shape for a new attack. Much
of our artillery was now in position. During the night preceding, tanks were
moved forward and the men were not surprised when they were called out
about three o’clock in the morning. Again, just before the zero hour, our guns
opened up with a terrific roar, and almost immediately the first was answered
by the enemy. However the men kept in formation; groped onward through the
darkness, sometimes through swampy places, sometimes over embankments,
and alway exposed to deadly fire. Sometimes shells fell so near that when the
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road of the explosion died away, one had almost, as one fellow expressed it, a
feeling of disappointment at not being hit. But not all escaped. Mingled with the
din were the pitiful cries of “First Aid” from stricken comrades. The wounded
were cared for by the self-sacrificing men of the Medical Corps, while the main
body of men kept going forward.
One might think that at such serious moments there would be nothing to
appeal to the sense of humor; and yet there was always some one with ever
ready wit. Take the case of the boy who, while going through a barrage, had
picked up a can of beef which some one had dropped. A halt was ordered on a
slope in view of the enemy, shells were falling, and the air was heavy with dush
and fumes of high explosive powder. Through the haze he called to his chum,
“Hey you, come over here, let’s eat.” His comrade did not notice the lack of
breakfast at such a time and made some negative response, but immediately
another summons came, “Come on. If they get us, they may as well get us with
full stomachs as empty ones.” Needless to say they ate. At another time, a
regiment in reserve was called out one night, and formed to march to the front.
There was an ominous silence. Everbody [sic] knew that there was serious
business ahead from which no one would be excused. Then, suddenly in the
darkness, the silence was broken by a mock-mournful voice calling out, “I
wanna go home.” Of course a roar of laughter followed from all within hearing.
It was just such things that kept up the spirit of the men.
The latter part of October was just one steady grind. The military glory which
one reads about was almost entirely lacking. Almost daily, minor attacks were
made, some machine gun nests wiped out, some strip of woods gained, a few
prisoners taken. The men were exhausted by weeks of service under the most
trying conditions. Regiments dwindled to the size of battalions, battalions to
companies, and companies to squads. Some companies were without officers
and very few noncommissioned officers were left. The men lived almost
entirely on cold food which, with great difficulty, was carried up at night from
the ration dumps and in the morning divided among the various outfits. When
the shelling was not too intense, a wagon would be sent up from the kitchens at
night so that the men might have at least one cooked meal. Men went for days
with wet feet, with no chance to remove shoes or spirals. Many times a soldier
wet to the skin had to let his clothes dry on his body without the aid of a fire,
for fire causes smoke, and smoke reveals your position to the enemy. Right here
a word must be said about “cooties.” The mention of the word cootie usually
causes a smile. But when, as a poet has well said, “A herd of restless cooties
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prowled your premises until for half an hour’s rest you’d trade your soul,” one
failed to find them funny.
Before the drive started there were rumors that the enemy lacked artillery
and ammunition, but he seemed to have enough to spare in the Argonne. Not a
day passed without shelling. Statistics show that the casualties of the American
forces were comparatively slight, but if the statistics were compiled from the
casualties of the divisions that spent three or four weeks in the Argonne, there
would be a different story. Perhaps one day some comrade would inform you
of the death of an intimate friend, and the next day you would hear that he
himself had been killed. There are few survivors who can not tell of numerous
narrow escapes, how when he and a buddy were lying in a shell-hole which
they had fashioned into a sort of shelter, an exploding “G. I. Can” would miss
them by a few feet and blow their covering of sticks and ground completely
away, and perhaps half bury them with ground, and how, when they cleaned
away the debris, they found a piece of shell, still hot, which had missed them
by a hair’s breadth. One almost felt that dying was preferable to living under
such conditions, and yet how sweet life was, how fervently many of us—most
of us,—prayed that we might see it through, and hoped for the time when it
would all be over!. [sic]
But there was no hesitation. Divisions composed of men exhausted by
exposure and lack of proper nourishment, sickened by the daily fumes of gas,
and by drinking impure water, held tenaciously to the ground they had gained,
and struggled to advance a little farther. Without flinching, although somewhat
mechanically, men obeyed commands to do just a little ore. The enemy was
given no rest. At last his resistance broke, and Sedan, and victory was ours.
One sometimes hears the opinion expressed that the war ended too soon,
that the Germans were not sufficiently beaten. Perhaps that is true, but before
you say that, try to place yourself in the position of the tired doughboy at the
front. For him whose every hour of existence seemed to be borrowed, where,
as some one has said, “Life was a span from breath to breath,”—for him the
war did not end too soon. At times when one gazed on the scenes of desolation
and carnage, and realized that one the other side of the line there was similar
destruction, questions like these would arise: Is war ever justified? Can a
principle of right or wrong be decided by the killing of men? One was tempted
to doubt, and yet the history of the world is a record of struggle. Surely some
great good must come out of the great sacrifice. Let us hope that universal
peace is not an idle dream, that our comrades have not died in vain. Would we
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be ready to go through it all again? Yes, in spite of what we may have said to the
contrary, a war in the near future would find most of us back in the ranks. But
surely the best argument for peace is war.

About the Author Grover Cleveland Maus was born in Carroll County,
Maryland, on August 14, 1887, the son of William and Ellen Dutterer
Maus. He attended public school in Carroll County and Milton Academy in
Taneytown, Maryland. He graduated from Franklin and Marshall College in
1912 and worked in the field of education prior to the Great War. He listed
his residence as Littlestown when he enlisted in the United States Army in
November of 1917. During his time in France, several of his letters home
were reprinted in the Adams County Newspapers. Following his service he
was an instructor of Greek at the Pennington School in New Jersey, where
he retired in 1952. He died in Littlestown on August 8, 1954, and is buried
in Mt. Carmel Cemetery. The preceding article was extracted from Adams
County in the World War by Percy S. Eichelberger and Paul Foulk (Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, 1921).
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